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TO, Chennai 

IIT-M paves way for students to do research in 2 fields at once 

CHENNAI: Now research scholars can sign up to pursue research on more than one field covering more than one subject 
at the Indian Institute of Technology - Madras. Interdisciplinary research is the newest initiative by the premier 
institution to draw students to research. 
 
 
IIT-M has been introducing various proposals in their effort to be looked at as a global institution and a research one at 
that. The institute is among the few to find a place among the top 500 institutions, though no Indian institution has 
made it to the top 200 list.  
 
"We have pooled faculty interested in inter-disciplinary research from 16 departments in the institute to guide research 
scholars. They can be attached to one of the departments for administrative purpose, but can work with more than 
one," said dean of academic research S K Das. He said that the idea was a hit, with the institute receiving 500 
applications so far.  
 
Academics said that such interdisciplinary research is rare in India because only universities with a comprehensive 
character can afford to take it up, whereas Indian policy has isolated the competency of universities into technical, 
medical and humanities.  
 
There are very few model universities in this regard in India. Some research and development labs of the Council for 
Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) and the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) have been 
able to set up interdisciplinary research centres, but not academic institutions, said academics. Only the Indian Institute 
of Science, Bangalore has been able to transcend this barrier.  
 
Dean of planning and development of SASTRA University S Vaidhyasubramaniam, said, "Lack of interdisciplinary research 
does not mean that we lag behind in research output, only that we miss out on path breaking research and new 
knowledge. This is why we still import ideas from outside the country, and reflects on our poor patent output."  
 
The idea of interdisciplinary research follows other initiatives by IIT-M to boost research, and to draw the best minds to 
the institute. This year IIT-M has also tried to draw the cream of undergraduates from self-financing private institutions 
by giving them the flexibility to join research courses directly after PhD without pursuing a masters degree. The new 
schemes have increased PhD and MS research applications by 15% to 20% from last year, with the count touching 
10,700 in 2013. 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/IIT-M
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/inter-disciplinary-research
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Council-for-Scientific-and-Industrial-Research
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Council-for-Scientific-and-Industrial-Research
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Defence-Research-and-Development-Organisation
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